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Seventeen site-specific works by nineteen artists dot the rolling green landscape of the 
historic 157-acre King Farm, part of the Vermont Land Trust in Woodstock, VT. Listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places, it offers an ideal setting for those artists 
whose work is designed to interact with and re-vision a sense of place.  
 
The laboratory concept encouraged the artists to take an experimental approach. Some, 
like Barbara Bartlett, embraced the land by creating work that is integral to it. Her 
seemingly fragile Nature’s Helix is made up of five spirals of dried ferns collected in the 
previous fall. While exposed and buffeted by the wind, the piece is surprisingly resilient, 
as she explains in the accompanying Otocast audio art tour. Co-curators Meg Brazill and 
Jay Mead added this innovative, high tech option that visitors can download to their 
cellphones to guide them through the occasionally rugged rural setting. We hear the 
artists in their own words, discussing their process providing insightful details on their 
site selection and use of materials. 
 
Mary Admasian’s Thin Blue Line is so subtle and integrated with its surroundings it is 
easy to miss while others like the impossible to ignore Visual Playground by Marek 
Jacisin dominates the ground on which it spirals – confronting nature. The kinetic 
movements of the abstracted bright red, black, and white graphic shapes would have been 
more at home on the concrete floor of an industrial space rather than the soft green fields 
and hills of King Farm. Cristina Salusti’s and Jeff Simpson’s En Plein Air, an evocative 
tableau of bright red window, empty picture, and chair frames sited on the crest of a hill 
invites interaction. It provokes thoughts of an art historical past and our attempts to 
capture and define landscape. 
 
Seeing the land as a stage setting is at the heart of Kela, held a dramatic curtain-like 
structure that served as background for a dance performance by its creators, Tracy 
Penfield and Otto Pierce.  
 
SculptureFest, a year-long exhibition directed by Charlet and Peter Davenport, includes 
work by Jay Mead and is a short walk down the road.    
 
~ By Cynthia Close ~ 
 
  
 
 


